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Presents

“David”

by

Michelangelo

1475-1564

Lesson Summary:

· This lesson discusses the Italian artist, Michelangelo Buonarroti, great artist of the Renaissance.

· Michelangelo was a master of architecture, painting and poetry. But his favorite art was making statues of people.

· Michelangelo has painted perhaps, the most famous “fresco mural” in the world.  It is the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, located in The Vatican City, Italy.

Volunteer Checklist 

Lesson Information

	Artist:
	Michelangelo (1475-1564)

	Art Title:
	“David”

	Period or Style:
	Renaissance

	Art Element:
	Sculpture

	Project/Medium:
	Carving a unique sculpture with Balsa-Foam


Prep-work Required

	Discussion:
	Familiarize yourself with current lesson details

	Art Activity:
	Check prep drawer for materials

	Prep
	Email Linell the day before your lesson to reserve the media cart.


Presentation Materials

	Images
	Map of Italy, Sistine Chapel, David, Giuliano de’ Medici.


	On Drive in the Cabinet

	Lesson Plan:
	Michelangelo
	In folder

	Background Info:
	Getting to Know the World’s Greatest Artists; Michelangelo:  The Complete Works 
	In folder

	Art Project
	 Sculpture samples
	In Cabinet


Activity Materials

	Rectangular piece of Balsa-Foam
	1 per student

	Wooden Carving tools
	One or two for each student

	Newspaper to cover tables (It’s messy!)
	One per student

	Cello bag/Ziploc bag to store sculpture
	1 each per student


Michelangelo Lesson Plan

Lesson Objectives

· To introduce students to the life of Italian artist, Michelangelo, great sculptor of the Renaissance.

· To learn about the Renaissance art period.

Presentation Timing

· With Upper Grade students, your discussion time may be a bit longer than with the lower grades.  Spend 15 minutes on the discussion portion and 45 minutes on the art activity.  

· Share with the student’s important facts from the lesson plan.  Read the book on Michelangelo to incorporate facts into the lesson plan outline that you, the volunteer, find interesting.

The Renaissance

· The Renaissance refers to Italian art and architecture of the 15th and 16th centuries and centered around the Tuscan city of Florence.

· ‘Renaissance” is a French word which means rebirth.  It was an intellectual movement, which celebrated anything from the classics or the time of ancient Greece and Rome.  They used ancient art and architecture as models for creating new works.
· The followers of this movement were called Humanists and they focused on celebrating humanity and perfecting the human form. They affirmed the Humanist principle “wonders are there many, but none so wonderful as man.”
·  Each artist pursued his own interests, studied anatomy, perspective, and the sciences of color and vision, of engineering, and of weights and counterweights in space. 
· The art of the Renaissance constituted the climax of the Europe’s greatness in art and the artist achieved the status of genius.

· Three men were considered geniuses of the Renaissance: Leonardo da Vinci (1452-1519), Raphael Sanzio (1483-1520 and Michelangelo (1475-1564).

Michelangelo

· Michelangelo was the quintessential artist of Humanism.  He was man-centered and never showed any interest in landscape painting or incorporating a location or nature behind his figures.  He believed the human form to be the most beautiful and interesting entity in the universe.
· Michelangelo Buonarroti was born in Caprese, Italy near Florence, the birthplace of the Renaissance, in 1475, and started apprenticing as an artist at the age of 13.

· When he was a baby he was sent to a family of stonecutters to be cared for and he joked later that he loved sculpting in marble since some marble dust was mixed in his milk as a baby.

· Michelangelo is well known for painting the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in Rome.  It is considered his greatest work and one of the finest masterpieces of art of all times (show Slide)

· Sculpture was what he loved doing the most though and especially sculpting in marble.  He is well known for his sculpture of David in Marble. (Show David)  In Renaissance style he accomplished human perfection and proportion.   He found a piece of marble outside his hometown so long and thin that no sculptor wanted it.  He took it to his studio and for two years labored in secret creating this masterpiece.  He had turned this difficult piece of marble into David, the Biblical hero, who, as a boy slew the giant Goliath with his sling.  You can see what a great student of anatomy Michelangelo was showing the strength of this young boy.  We see every vein, muscle and nerve of an alert young man.  He seems to challenge the world!

· Another sculpture by Michelangelo shows his ability to show strength and action in marble.  Giuliano de’ Medici, (Show) shows an idealized man of action that seems almost about to spring up!

· Michelangelo is known to say that he would see the object in the uncut marble before starting and it would reveal itself as he worked.

· Michelangelo spent his life working on projects in the cities of Rome and Florence until his death at the age of 88.

Art Activity

· Cover the tables with newspaper ahead of time.  There will be a lot of foam ‘dust’ created as they carve.  Demand that they do not blow as they carve and rather tip it upside down and tap the dust off.

· Each student gets a balsa-foam bar and one or two carving tools.

· Look at the project sample and ask the students for other ideas of what would be good things to carve-to help everyone get thinking.

· The foam carves easily.  They can start with the pointed end and draw an image on one side of the foam.  Encourage them to make their image using most of the area of the side; this will eliminate them needed to carve off too much extra from the sides.  

· The carving they create will be more of a high relief or stamp carving rather than a 3-D sculpture.

· Even thought the tools are safe-still remind the students to be careful-they should be using more of a chiseling/sanding action rather than chipping away the foam.

· They can take the pointed end can be used on the back to carve/write their name and room number on their sculpture.

· When they are done put their carving in a Ziploc bag and let them take it home.  Most of the artwork for art class is collected for the end of the year except this one.
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