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Presents

“Black Cow”

From the Prehistoric site of

Lascaux

Approximately 15,000 B. C.

Lesson Summary:

· This lesson explores prehistoric cave painting in the Cave at Lascaux.

Volunteer Checklist 
Lesson Information

	Artist:
	Cave at Lascaux  (@15,000 BC)

	Art Title:
	“Black Cow”

	Period or Style:
	Prehistoric

	Art Element:
	Texture

	Project/Medium:
	Sand paper paintings with earth tones.


Prep-work Required

	Discussion:
	Familiarize yourself with current lesson details

	Project:
	Because of the amount of print material consider asking your classroom teacher for the use of her document camera to show prints and read story to the class.


Presentation Materials

	Images
	“Black Cow”
	On drive in Cabinet

	Prints/Scannings:
	Cave Art Prints/Student Examples
	In folder

	Lesson Plan:
	Lascaux (site)
	In folder

	Book:
	Discovery in the Cave
	In folder


Activity Materials

	Sand paper 
	1 sheet per student

	Tempera or Solucryl paint in black, red, yellow and white on paper plates
	Small amounts of each 

	Brushes, water cups, and paper towels, newspaper to cover tables
	Enough to share

	White copy paper (for outline sketching)
	1 sheet per student

	Black construction paper (for mounting)
	1 sheet student


Lascaux Lesson Plan

Objectives  

· To introduce students to art created in Prehistoric times.

· To create a piece of ‘cave’ art using simple lines and natural earth tone colors.

Presentation Timing

· With Upper Grade students, your discussion time may be a bit longer than with the lower grades.  Spend 15 minutes on the discussion portion and 45 minutes on the art activity.  Share with student’s important facts from the lesson plan and if desired read from Discovery in the Cave.
Prehistoric Art

Cave painting was the earliest art form in history (or at least the most studied and recognized as art to our modern sensibilities of what ‘art’ is) and also the longest art movement in history.

The time period was 33,000B.C-11, 000B.C. lasting between 20,000-25,000 years.  It was called the European Paleolithic Art period. 

 The people creating the art were ancestors of the Cro-Magnons, who came to Western Europe from the Middle East.  These primitive people had knowledge of fire and often sought shelter in the mouths of caves.  

The techniques used in these caves were painting or engraving.  They painted with pigments from rocks and minerals found around the area and ground into powders and mixed with water.  The colors they used were natural earth tones, mostly black, red and yellow.  They used sticks or brushes made from animal hair. They would also use charcoal sticks.

By the light of crude stone lamps filled with animal fat (oil), they constructed scaffolding that allowed them to decorate the high, rough walls.   These prehistoric humans created the earliest known art with great skill.

To cover large areas they might blow paint out onto the wall with a hollowed tube.  Often the artist would show a handprint, which was done by blowing the pigment onto their hand on the wall leaving the outline behind.  This may have been their ‘signature’ in lieu of no language to write a name.  

These paintings were done in caves hidden away from sight.  Why do you think?  They were probably sacred places where they celebrated successful hunts or performed rituals (singing, dancing, chanting) to ensure good luck in hunts to come.

Hunting animals like deer, bison and bulls and gathering nuts, berries and greens were how prehistoric man got food for him and family so it was essential to their survival and therefore the main subject of their art.

The Cave at Lascaux

In 1940 four teenage boys in France were looking for their dog that had run ahead in the wooded area of Lascaux.  They heard barks coming from a hole and discovered he had fallen in.  They came back with a rope and flashlights and saw that it wasn’t just a hole it was a cave.  That cave they discovered holds the most elaborate prehistoric art found to date.  

The walls and ceilings of the caves are decorated with some 600 painted figures and almost 1,500 engravings in total.

The subjects of the paintings are almost entirely animals, some of which are now extinct. The horses, with small heads and hooves and round bellies, resemble the Przewalski horse of Asia and horses depicted in Chinese paintings. The deer are graceful animals with fine sets of antlers.

The bulls that feature prominently in the paintings are actually aurochs, a horned bovine species that went extinct in the middle Ages. They are often shown in three-quarters view, whereas the other animals appear mainly in profile.

There are also six cats, two male bison, and an unidentified two-horned animal (confusingly nicknamed "the unicorn") that may be a mythical creature. A rare narrative scene may depict a hunting expedition or a shamanistic ritual. Finally, there are repetitive patterns of intriguing geometric designs, including rectangles and jagged lines.

At the time of discovery in 1940 the caves had been sealed for 17,000 years and were in perfect condition. . Unfortunately, however, the caves were opened to an enthusiastic public in 1948 without any thought to preservation.

The combined effects of artificial lighting and 100,000 visitors per year soon caused great damage to the site. Much valuable archaeological information was lost, the bright colors of the paintings faded, and destructive layers of algae, bacteria and opaque calcite crystals formed on the walls.

Finally, in 1963, the caves were closed to the public and restoration efforts began. The growth of crystals was stopped and the algae and bacteria growth was reversed. The caves are still carefully monitored and remain closed to the public. In 1979, the Lascaux Caves were declared a World Heritage Site along with over 20 other painted caves in the area.

In 1983, a carefully executed replica known as Lascaux II opened to the public. Located on the same hill as the original, the replica cave took 10 years to complete. A local artist named Monique Peytral reproduced the paintings with painstaking attention to detail.

Art Discussion (show painting)

· This is one of the drawings found in the cave.  It is called “Black Cow”.  The upper part of the cow’s body is painted in a part of the rock that goes in.  Her front legs dangle over a small ledge.  This makes it seem like the cow is trying to find her balance. Do you think the cow was killed by a hunter’s spear?  What are the faint lines that lead from the cow’s body?
· What else do you notice about the cow?  See how the neck and the horns and the tail are thin?  Now notice how the body is exactly the opposite: big and bulky.  See the reddish color of the body?  The cavemen would create paint by taking minerals or rocks like iron oxide and grinding it to a powder.  Then they would mix the powder with cave water.  They used charcoal to draw outlines.  Where do you think they got it?  Hair and bristle from animals were used to make brushes.

· What do think about this type of early art?  Do you like it?  Why?


Art Activity

· Discuss the stylization of the horses, bulls, figures and symbols analyzing their skinny legs and their body forms and relate them to geometric shapes.  

· Students look at the sample art project while listening to instructions.  Emphasize that the student’s art will look different and unique because their personality will show in their own piece.  
· Hand out a sheet of white copy paper (to use for the “draft”) and a sheet of sand paper to each student and have him or her write his or her name on the back.  

· Students sketch out a prehistoric animal like a bison, deer, horse, cow, etc. first on white copy paper to get a feel for the appropriate sizing.  
· Encourage students to either make one animal, large enough to fill the paper or to make a mini “wall” with several smaller, overlapping animals.
· When the students are satisfied with their sketch, have them outline the animals on the sandpaper with a THIN line of black paint.  
· Write color “formulas” on the board:  
· Red + Yellow = Orange; Orange + Black = Brown; Red + Brown = Rust;   

Yellow + Brown = Tan; 
Yellow + Black = Olive 
· Encourage students to create natural, earth tone colors.  They’ll want to mix in a few drops of water (from their brush) to thin the paint.
· Then the students shade areas of the animal(s) with the mixed colors.  Remind students to rinse brush after each color.
· Students who finish early can paint areas of background or add more animals.
· (Optional) Have the students ‘sign’ their art with their handprint by outlining their hand with black.
· Let pieces dry thoroughly.
· Mount sandpaper painting on 9 x 12 black construction paper.  Write their name and teacher’s name on the back of the black construction paper after they dry.
· (Optional) With teacher cooperation consider creating a cave with all the artwork up in a supply room or other small area that can be made dark and let the kids come a few at a time with flashlights.  Maybe invite 1st and 2nd graders to the cave at B-4?!

If students are interested in further information about the Lascaux cave site, the can see a virtual tour at the following website: www.lascaux.culture.fr
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