Bancroft Parent Faculty Club

Dollar-A-Day Giving Campaign

FAQ Sheet

Frequently Asked Questions

Q.
Do I have to pay the requested $365?

A. Bancroft Elementary is a public school and as such, the school is free for children to attend.  The PFC requests contributions; it is not a mandatory fee.  However, if we do not raise enough Dollar-A-Day funds this spring to support the current level of Instructional Assistants it is very likely that many classrooms will not have assistants for the 2011-2012 school year, and that many of the other programs we support may need to be cut.  Because of the state budget crisis, the reality is that parent-teacher organizations, such as Bancroft PFC, ask for significant contributions from families to help their school function.  

Any and all contributions are welcome and appreciated.  If a family finds that they are only able to contribute a lesser amount, then they are encouraged to do so.  Alternatively, if parents feel that the family budget can afford a higher contribution, then that is gladly accepted as well.  A simple way to “help out a little more” is to round your $365 contribution to $400 to assist where others might be unable.  

Q. May I spread my contribution over several months using a credit card?

We are allowing PFC contributions to be spread out on a monthly basis (starting June 2011 through May 2012) with a valid credit card.  Please note, however, that you will not be eligible for some of the benefits (Apple iPad2 raffle entry, Dollar-A-Day honorary paw sticker) that you would receive if you send a check or agree to a one-time credit card charge for the full amount by May 28, 2011.

Q. Can I ask my children’s grandparents to help with this $365 contribution?

A. Absolutely!  Grandparents, aunts, uncles, neighbors who are concerned about their local school, your hairdresser, your dentist, your doctor—anyone’s contributions are welcome! That is a great way to help you make your family’s goal of $365.  For families who already have the $365 budgeted, ask your extended family and neighbors for contributions as well.  Local businesses thrive when area schools are well funded and full of involved families.
Q. Does the Bancroft PFC accept matching contributions from employers?

A. Yes, this is a great way to generate additional funding for Bancroft.  Many employers will match a significant portion of your contribution - ask your employer for details.

Q. I thought we had surplus money in the bank?  Why do we need to hold the Dollar-A-Day campaign in addition to the other fundraisers that are held each year?

A. There might be some “money in the bank,” but that money has been allocated to pay bills by the end of the school year. Just like an individual would never let his bank account go into the red, if possible, the same is true for the PFC.   It is necessary to raise the money first in order to be able to pay bills in a timely manner and not receive penalties for late payments.  For more information on the PFC budget and the programs that it supports, go to the Bancroft Elementary website at www.mdusd.k12.ca.us/bancroft.  Click on the “PFC” button on top and there you will find meeting minutes, the current budget, helpful diagrams that explain the budget, and information on volunteer opportunities. If you have further questions about Bancroft PFC’s finances, please contact the school office or email the PFC at bancroftpfc@yahoo.com. Your questions will be answered promptly.

Q. What if not all the money that is requested by the PFC for Dollar-A-Day is raised?

A. If not enough money is contributed, the budget for Instructional Assistants will have to be cut and fewer will be hired—and that will have a direct impact on our children.

Q.  Couldn’t I just give money directly to my child’s class teacher?
A. Individuals may give contributions directly to their child’s classroom teachers, but this money will not be able to be used to fund Instructional Assistants or fund the many programs for which the PFC currently supports.

Q.
Many families are afraid that some of their favorite teachers may lose their jobs.  How can we save these specific teachers?

A. Unfortunately, the PFC cannot “save a teacher.”  The hiring or laying off of specific individuals falls beyond the purview of the PFC. Controlling factors of whether a teacher loses his job or experiences an “involuntary transfer” is based on seniority and internal criteria within the teachers’ union.  The PFC has no say in the matter.

Q. Where can I find more information about Bancroft Elementary, the PFC, or the PFC’s budget?

A. You can visit the Bancroft Elementary website at www.mdusd.k12.ca.us/bancroft or email the PFC at bancroftpfc@yahoo.com with your specific questions.  Another great way to learn more about how the PFC works is to attend a monthly Board meeting. These meetings are open to all parents of enrolled students at Bancroft Elementary and are usually held the first Monday of each month during the school year. Your attendance is welcome and encouraged!

