
COLLECTION OF PERSONAL ITEMS 
FOR CHILD IDENTIFICATION
These guidelines can assist you in collecting identification samples from a child using supplies you most likely have around your home. Look at this as an insurance policy that hopefully you will never need to use. 

Supplies Needed
· Styrofoam cup

· Manila or letter envelops

· Q- Tips or gauze

· Small zip lock bags

· Large zip lock bags

· Finger print card

· Labels

Photographs and Fingerprints  
Keep photos current.

Fingerprints don’t fully develop until a child is 5 years old. Prior to age 5 take palm prints.
Dental Impressions

Use a Styrofoam cup. Cut a wedge from cup to fit child’s mouth back to molars. Have child bite down but not bite through the cup.
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Label the cup with “top teeth” (in reference to bite mark), child’s name, and date.

DNA Collection – Wet and Dry

Labeling

Label envelopes with the child’s name, date of collection, and item.

Seal envelopes after collection.

Dry Collection

· Fingernail clippings – one envelope.

· Toenail clippings – separate envelope.

· Hair - 5 or 6 strands of hair pulled out with roots; place in envelope. Or purchase inexpensive comb, and comb through child’s hair over and over for collection. Put comb with hair into the envelope.

Clip envelopes onto fingerprint card.

Place fingerprint card with school records. Schools take photos annually. The file stays with the child when they transfer to other schools.

Wet collection

· Cut Q-Tip in half.; rub Q-Tip up and down inside of mouth on both sides. Label Q-Tip, set down on sterile paper or stick in bottom of upside down styrofoam cup over night to dry. Place in labeled ziplock bag and seal. 

· When child is injured, collect used Band-Aid. Fold sticky parts over on itself. Let dry over night. Place in labeled zip lock bag and seal.

· Tooth that has fallen out. DO NOT WASH. Let tooth dry overnight on sterile paper. Put in labeled zip lock bag and seal.
Place all zip lock bags in larger zip lock bag, label, and seal. Place in freezer.

Note: Be cautious of databases, which your child could be in. You don’t know who has access.

If you have further questions call Martinez Police Department Officer John Stretch (925) 372-3406
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