Clayton Arts Academy
ClaytonArts Academy is a three block integrated program comprised of an English/Social Studies core with a visual or performing art specialty.  The purpose is to provide an artistic avenue for students to fulfill their academic requirements and to provide them with intensive, in-depth training in their area of artistic interest.  Current technology will be used as a tool to prepare students for entry into the professional world.  Each semester students will collaborate on a thematic-based All-academy Project, involving all 9 – 12 graders in the program, evaluated by community members! Students will be selected through an application process; applications are available in the main office at Pine Hollow MS, Diablo View MS and Clayton Valley HS or the website:  www.claytonarts.org.
Eco Science Academy

The mission of the EcoSci Academy is to prepare a community of students to take an active role in protecting the future of our natural world.  The EcoSci Academy offers a comprehensive education in environmental science focusing on the complexity and inter-relatedness of humans and nature.  We strive to create a positive learning environment that nurtures independent thinking, creative problem-solving, teamwork, and effective communication skills. The curriculum is project-based, hands-on, and relevant to environmental issues.  Graduates of the EcoSci Academy are well-prepared to pursue their careers through the many environmental science related occupations, trade schools, colleges and universities.  For further information or to download the application you can visit the EcoScience website at http://cvhs-mdusd-ca.schoolloop.com/depts/ecosci
Engineering Academy

The mission of the Engineering and Design Academy is to provide a firm educational foundation in the areas of math and science enhanced by problem-solving and engineering applications.  This academy is more than just science, technology, engineering and mathematics.  It’s about learning real skills, solving real problems, and making real discoveries about the world.  Inside the academy, students will work hands-on with technology while applying scientific principals and theories in fun and exciting ways.  Students are encouraged to invent and create while exercising problem-solving and critical thinking skills.  Students will be selected through an application process; applications are available in the main office at Pine Hollow MS, Diablo View MS and Clayton Valley HS.  For more information, please contact Danielle Dell at delld@mdusd.k12.ca.us or John Ouimet at ouimetj@mdusd.k12.ca.us.
Public Service Academy

As your son or daughter gets ready to make the transition from middle school to high school you might consider the following questions:

Will my son or daughter get the personal attention necessary for his or her success in a high school with nearly 2000 other students?  Will my son or daughter have a support network of teachers and students from all grade-levels?  Will my son or daughter learn how to be a productive member of his or her community?  Will my son or daughter enjoy and embrace their high school experience?  Will my son or daughter be exposed to a cross-curricular learning environment that is both engaging and challenging?

If these questions are on your list of concerns you should look into your son or daughter applying for a spot in the Public Service Academy.  The Public Service Academy is a small learning community (140 students) at Clayton Valley High School structured around dedicated and collaborative teaching that emphasizes academic success by: 

· Creating a safe, welcome, spirited school culture 

· Fostering portable life-skills including critical-thinking, problem-solving, and teamwork 

· Instituting a project-based service learning curriculum 

· Providing meaningful involvement in the community 

· Preparing students for post high school education and careers 

· Integrating current technology 

· Promoting an awareness and an appreciation of international perspectives

Applications will be available starting in January at the offices of Clayton Valley High School, Diablo View Middle School, and Pine Hollow Middle School, or on our website at www.cvhspublicserviceacademy.org and will be due by February 18th.  Please contact Neil McChesney at (925) 682-7474 ext. 2627 or at mcchesneyn@mdusd.k12.ca.us for more information or visit our website.

There will be informational student presentations at both Pine Hollow (1/20) and Diablo View (1/21) for all eighth graders; tell your son or daughter to check us out.  We will also have students and teachers at both Clayton Valley eighth grade parent nights (2/8 and 2/9) providing information and answering questions.

